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Call for Abstracts: APCS 2026 - Entice. Engage. Empower.

@ Kaohsiung, Taiwan | 28-29 October 2026

Submit by: Monday, 3 August 2026 (6pm Taipei)

€ Presenting authors of accepted abstracts will be considered for the APCS 2026
Community and Researcher Scholarships

About APCS 2026

The Asia-Pacific Chemsex Symposium (APCS) is a regional platform that brings together
communities, healthcare providers, researchers, policymakers, international organisations,
donors, and private sector partners to address the evolving impact of chemsex in the Asia-
Pacific region. Since its launch in Taiwan in 2019, APCS has fostered cross-country dialogue,
knowledge exchange and collaborative action to promote people-centred, stigma-free
approaches that integrate HIV, sexual health, mental health and harm reduction.

Chemsex (i.e, sexualised drug use involving substances such as methamphetamine and
GHB/GBL) is an emerging public health and community concern across the region,
particularly among key populations. Associated with increased risks of HIV and STI
transmission, mental health challenges, overdose, and social harms, chemsex is further
shaped by stigma, criminalization, and unequal access to services.

In 2026, APCS returns to Taiwan and will be held in Kaohsiung during Taiwan Pride week,
bringing together regional and global stakeholders to share evidence, lived experiences,
innovations, and strategies that strengthen inclusive, community-led responses to
chemsex across the Asia-Pacific.

APCS 2026 aims to:

Strengthen regional knowledge-sharing and collaboration.

Amplify community voices and lived experiences.

Advance evidence-informed and integrated responses to chemsex.
Promote enabling policies and supportive environments.

Foster resilient, community-led systems of care across the Asia-Pacific.

We invite abstracts that showcase research, policy developments, programme
implementation, community-led initiatives, service innovations, and lived experiences that
contribute to a deeper understanding of chemsex and strengthen responses across the
region.
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Submission Guidelines:

Please pay attention to the following guideline as there are new updates that differ from
previous conferences.

The APCS 2026 organising committee invites submissions of abstracts with a focus on
chemsex, harm reduction, and other related intersectional issues such as HIV/STI testing,
prevention and treatment, sexual consent and violence, mental health services, social and
legal/rights services, stigma reduction, drug policies and law enforcement practices,
integrated and peer-led/community-based chemsex harm reduction models.

Abstracts can be submitted per following:

e All abstracts must be in English.

e Abstracts should not exceed 500 words, excluding section titles (e.g., background,
methods)

e Encore submissions will be considered.

e Submissions can be made for the following tracks:

1. Social and behavioral sciences - The track will showcase rigorous qualitative,
quantitative and mixed-methods research spanning the full range of disciplines in
this field. It will assess the effectiveness of care services and support strategies for
people who engage in chemsex, alongside prevention approaches for blood-borne
infections (e.g. HIV), including research and programmatic work led by community-
based implementers.

Potential topics

e Application of social and/or behavioral theories, frameworks, concepts and
methods that advance our understanding of sexualized drug use and improve
care services

e Experiences of people who engage in chemsex that guide intervention
approaches.

e Social, cultural, political, legal, environmental and structural determinants of
health in diverse contexts.

e Community leadership - innovative participatory methodology, ensuring
greater and meaningful broad community involvement

e Studies that focus on specific geography, cultural contexts, including emerging
social vulnerabilities (e.g., migration, evolving patterns of drug types and use,
economic crisis, poverty)
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¢ Gender, sexuality and sexual cultures. Work that addresses diverse meanings,
identities, norms, gender-related issues, gender-transformative approaches,
sexual concurrency and sexual networks.

2. Mental health and well-being — This theme will feature work examining innovations
in mental health and well-being within chemsex-related care. It will highlight studies
that shift from pathology-centric to person-centred approaches, as well as share
models of good practice for the horizontal integration of services across
communicable and non-communicable diseases, mental health (including drug
and alcohol treatment and harm reduction) and broader social support.

Potential topics

¢ Integration of mental health care in existing healthcare services

e Screening, clinical assessment tools and management

e Tailoring measures/screeners

e Expansion of mental healthcare guided by evolving patterns of sexualized drug
use

e Approaches in bolstering social support

3. Evidence-based programmatic practice and implementation (including
implementation science, and service delivery improvements) — Implementation
science and synergies will aim to bridge the gap between proven health
interventions and their effective implementation across diverse settings. This track
will focus on implementation science and practice to support the development and
delivery of innovative chemsex service packages tailored to specific populations,
alongside approaches to ensure the successful uptake and scale-up.

Potential topics

e Scaling up on screening and management of chemsex-related issues

¢ Financial evaluation and sustainability

e Impact of global funding cuts on service delivery and programmatic
prioritization

¢ Approaches that are guided by implementation science theories, frameworks,
concepts and methods

e Innovations in data collection, monitoring and evaluation

4. Epidemiology, surveillance, modelling and monitoring — Submissions will highlight

advances in assessing patterns of drug use and deepen understanding of where
health disparities exist.

Potential topics
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e Approaches to surveillance and behavioral monitoring, using epidemiological
data to identify gaps in care and tailor interventions at the community and
national levels

¢ Monitoring and population-level interventions
¢ Methods to support epidemiological studies

5. Community systems strengthening and partnerships (including health systems
and enabling environment) — Studies that include approaches to supporting
resilient health systems, community participation and leadership in systems for
health, and getting policies into practice.

Potential topics

o Task-shifting and/or task-chairing

e Public-private partnerships, social enterprise as a strategy to advance person-
centered care

e Making health systems work for young people

e Services for underserved populations

e Delivery of long-term care

6. Political science, laws, ethics, policies and human rights — Political science, laws,
ethics, policies and human rights will build on key global frameworks advancing
rights-based responses to chemsex. Submissions address the legal, structural,
technological and socio-political factors that enable or impede chemsex-related
care, continuity and quality of life. The track will also focus on effects of structural
stigma, criminalization and/or social marginalization.

Potential topics

+ Political and legal factors affecting people who engage of chemsex
¢ Laws and policies on sexual and reproductive rights and bodily autonomy

e Political drivers and policy contexts of chemsex, including governances, fragile
states,

e Criminalization, incarceration and living in closed settings
e Ethics and chemsex

e Policy development, implementation and analysis
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Symposium themes
Abstracts should clearly articulate how they align with the Symposium themes of Entice,
Engage, Empower:

Entice: ensuring services are attractive, innovative, integrated and person-centered, and
responsive to the specific needs of community members to promote engagement and
retention in care.

Engage: working in partnership with community members and other important
stakeholders (e.g., policymakers, funders, law practitioners, laow enforcement officers),
drawing on their lived and living experience to inform and shape services and policies that
support the well-being and rights of people who engage in chemsex.

Empower: centering community leadership by creating space for individuals to lead
confidently, including through decentralized and community-led service models.

Submission formats

The symposium offers two submission formats:

Option 1: Research conducted across disciplines — structure: Background, Importance and
specific adims, Methods, Results, Conclusions.

Option 2: Lessons learned through programme, project or policy implementation or
management -  structure:  Background, Importance and specific = aims,
Methods/Description, Lessons Learnt, Conclusion/next steps.

Abstracts must clearly describe why the submission is timely and important (i.e., why the
work matters and its specific aims). This should explain what is new or what the work
contributes, and how it addresses specific issues, supported by appropriate contextual
detail. This section should be distinct from the background section, which provides the
contextual and epidemiological overview of the local chemsex setting — the Importance
and Specific Aim section should build on this context, demonstrating how the work
advances the field and outlining its specific aims.

Encore submissions

APCS 2026 accepts encore submissions to maximize the reach and visibility of important
research or programmatic work. An encore submission (or "encore presentation”) refers to
an abstract that has already been presented or published at a previous event, and may be
in languages other than English. If the planned submission is an encore, please ensure there
is no potential copyright infringement held by the organizer or publisher of the event where
it was presented. If the study has already been fully published as an original research article
in a peer-reviewed journal, it no longer qualifies as an encore submission and is therefore
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not eligible. We are also unable to support co-submissions (i.e., submissions to APCS and
other conferences simultaneously that have yet to be presented) — such submissions are
ineligible for APCS.

Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) declaration

As part of our commitment to transparency and ethical standards in research and
professional practice, APCS requires all abstract submissions to include a declaration on
the use of artificial intelligence (A in the development of submission materials. The use of
Al to generate an entire submission is not permitted — the majority of the content must be
the original work of the authors. A declaration of Al use will not disqualify the submission
from being considered, if it meets the criteria of ethical use of Al in research and
professional practice. However, if the use of Al is later discovered and undisclosed, the
submitted work will be rejected and/or retracted, including any potential funding related
to supporting the presentation of the work at APCS. The corresponding submitter will be
required to respond to:

1. Has Al been used in the preparation, drafting, editing, or analysis of any part of this
submission (including data analysis or language editing)?

2. If so, please describe its specific role (e.g. drafting content or summaries, data
analysis, language editing or translation, or other uses).

Disclosure of Interest

All abstracts must also include a Disclosure of Interest statement: authors are required to
declare any potential conflicts of interest to ensure transparency in research and
professional practice. If no conflicts exist, please state "None". Example statements may
include acknowledgment of research funding, payments, or donated materials received
from industry partners, with all other authors confirming no competing interests. Please
note: if accepted, presenters will need to include these disclosure statements within their
presentation slides or poster materials.

Presentation preference and scholarships

Please indicate your preference for consideration as a poster and/or oral abstract
presentation. Selected abstracts will be offered either full or partial scholarships for
attendance to the Symposium, with priority given to submissions by community members
and advocates.

Abstract Selection Process

Abstracts submitted to APCS 2026 will be reviewed and selected through a blinded, peer-
reviewed process carried out by the APCS Programme Advisory Group. All submissions will
undergo blind review by at least two reviewers. Reviewers may consider: Is there a clear
background and justified objective? Is the methodology, study design, programme, or
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implementation appropriate for the objectives? Are the results or lessons learned well-
supported, important and clearly presented? Are the conclusions or next steps supported
by the results? Is the study original, and does it contribute to the field?

Abstracts should use person-centred, respectful and stigma-free language. Language,
when used effectively, can be affirming, supportive and empowering. We recommend the
following language guides:

NIDA's Words Matter: Preferred Language for Talking About Addiction
Shatterproof's Addiction Language Guide

INPUD's language statements and reference guideline

UNAIDS terminology guidelines

People first terminology

Trans-dffirming language guide

NADA's language matters guide

The APCS 2026 Organising Committee will make the final selection of abstracts. Selected
abstracts will be notified via email no later than mid-September.

Abstracts will be selected for oral presentation during the symposium, or as a poster
presentation to be presented in person at the symposium.

[ Submit your abstract by 3 August 2026
@ Follow updates on our Facebook page: APCSymposium

t% Questions? Reach out to the APCS team at
asiapacificchemsexsymposium@gmail.com
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https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/addiction-science/words-matter-preferred-language-talking-about-addiction#table
https://www.in.gov/recovery/files/Stigma-AddictionLanguageGuide-v3.pdf
https://inpud.net/words-matter-language-statement-reference-guide/
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2024/terminology_guidelines
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/307bf032-fd32-46de-894d-184dd697d7d1/People%20first%20charter%20language%20v3%2019042022.pdf
https://airdrive.eventsair.com/eventsairaueprod/production-ashm-public/1e128ca739ee481a8c30d27f1b257f12
https://airdrive.eventsair.com/eventsairaueprod/production-ashm-public/9b51f1b6d88f46a79601c4044060b3be
https://www.facebook.com/APCSymposium
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